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PROM THE ORIGINAL OIL TAINTING IN THE TOSSESSION OF HIS GREAT-NEICE 
r\RS. JULIA M. WASHINGTON HORNOR. 
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EXTEACTS FEOM THE LETTEES OF JOHN MACPHEE- 
SON, JE., TO WILLIAM PATTEESON, 1766-1773. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WILLIAM MACPHERSON HORNOR, ESQ. 

[The following extracts have been selected from the letters of John 
Macpherson, Jr., addressed to his friend, William Patterson, who was 
Attorney-General of New Jersey during the Eevolution, a framer of 
the Federal Constitution, Senator of the United States from New Jer- 
sey, Governor of that State, and an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States at the time of his death, September 9, 1806. 
He was a college-mate of John Macpherson, Jr., who was an alumnus 
of Princeton in 1766. The original letters have been most kindly 
loaned to me by Mr. William Patterson, of Perth Amboy, the great- 
grandson of the above-mentioned Mr. Patterson. 

John Macpherson, Jr., was the eldest son of Captain John Macpher- 
son, born in Edinburgh in 1726, died in Philadelphia on September 6, 
1792, the first emigrant of the family, a privateersman in the French 
war of 1757 and Spanish war of 1762, losing his right arm in action, and 
for his gallantry as "late commander of His Majesty's ship of war, the 
Britannia, in the West Indies," was on July 6, 1764, made a burgess of 
the city of Edinburgh. John Macpherson, Sr., was the owner and 
builder of Mount Pleasant (Fairmount Park), and married Margaret 
Eodgers, born in 1732, died in Philadelphia on June 4, 1770, a sister of 
Eev. John Eodgers, D.D., chaplain of the New York Provincial Con- 
gress, etc. John Macpherson, Jr., was aide-de-camp, with the rank of 
major, to General Eichard Montgomery, and was killed, in his twenty- 
first year, with his chief in the assault on Quebec, December 31, 1775. 
He was the first Pennsylvanian of prominence killed in the war of the 
Eevolution. Of him Bancroft writes (Vol. IV. p. 308) : 

" In the pathway lay Macpherson, the pure-minded, youthful enthu- 
siast for liberty, as spotless as the new-fallen snow which was his wind- 
ing-sheet ; full of promise for war, lovely in temper, dear to the army, 
honored by the affection and . confidence of his chief. . . . The gov- 
ernor, lieutenant-governor, and council of Quebec, and all the principal 
officers of the garrison, buried him [Montgomery] and his aide-de-camp, 
Macpherson, with the honors of war." 

His younger brother was William Macpherson, born in Philadelphia 
in 1756, died at his country-seat, " Stouton" (now Macpherson Park), 
Philadelphia, November 5, 1813; ensign of the Sixteenth Eegiment of 
Foot (British) in America, Mareh 4, 1769 ; promoted lieutenant, July 26, 
1773 ; adjutant, July 26 ? 1773 ; by resolution of Congress, September 16, 
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1779, " brevet major in the army of the United States ;" aide-de-camp 
to General the Marquis de Lafayette and to General Arthur St. Clair ; 
served throughout the war ; wounded in action ; appointed by President 
Washington, September 19, 1789, surveyor of the port of Philadelphia ; 
March 8, 1792, he appointed him inspector of the revenue for the city ; 
November 28, 1793, he became naval officer, holding the position until 
his death. In 1794 commander of the " Macpherson Blues ;" promoted 
by Governor Mifflin to be colonel and then brigadier-general of the State 
militia ; March 11, J 799, President Adams made him brigadier-general of 
the provisional army to quell Fries's insurrection ; delegate to the Penn- 
sylvania Convention to ratify the Federal Constitution in 1787 ; member 
of the General Assembly of 1788-89; member and for many years presi- 
dent of the St. Andrew's Society ; original member of the State Society 
of the Cincinnati of Pennsylvania ; vice-president from 1807 until his 
death ; assistant secretary of the general society in 1790 ; treasurer in 
1799. He married Margaret Stout, born in 1764, died on December 
25, 1797, daughter of Lieutenant Joseph Stout, B.N.— W. M. H.] 

"Mount Pleasant Dec* 10th 1766. 

" I expect next week to begin to study under Mr. Dick- 
inson & if you write to me after that direct to John Mc- 
Pherson Jun r Phil a . 

"John M c Phekson JunV 

"12 o'clock, Philadelphia May 30th, 1767 
" Studying very hard. ... As to the Play you speak of, 
I take it to be The Disappointment, & can only say it was 
very well rec d by the people here, who found no fault in it, 
but that it savored too much of partiality ; as the Collector 
actually seized the Chest as the King's property, &, with a 
great deal of trouble, conveyed it on board a vessel then in 
the Eiver, intending to send it home. (Perhaps you may 
not have heard who were the actors of this real farce, & yet 
may be acquainted with some of them, Quadrant is intended 
for an old Instrument maker, by name Cappock, Hum for 
one Yeates a Tavern Keeper, Parchment for Eeily the dec d 
Scrivener, Eattletrap for one Eudiman Eobeson, formerly a 
Commander of a Vessel, Eacoon for Swan the Hatter, "Was- 
ball for an old dec d Barber called Dixon, Trushoop for a 
merry countryman of yours, & M r Snip for a foolish one of 
mine.) This Play never was acted here, the opposition to 
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it being so great as not to admit of it. Racoon swore that it 
might begin in a Comedy, but that he would make it end in 
a Tragedy. The authors of the Prologue & Epilogue are 
unknown to any. 

"Jack M c Pherson." 

"Phila Tuesday Nov. 17. 1767 
"This day was the Commencement held here, when only 
five commenced Bachelors. After Prayer, Bankson pro- 
nounced a Salutatory Oration. This was one of the best per- 
formances of the day. The Latin was well articulated, & but 
for a tone that ran thro the whole pronunciation, it was very 
compleat. We were then entertained with an English dis- 
pute, opened by Tilghman (who alone it is said composed 
his own piece) who was opposed by Johnson. Bankson 
wound up, & bore the bell as the phrase is. Then they 
produced a Latin dispute, in which "Wallace was Eesp, & 
Tilghman & Swift opponents. This was ill done. The 
Latin was ill pronounced, & there was no action, for they 
spoke from desks. "White, a master of arts, then pro- 
nounced an Oration. I forbear to give any character of this, 
you will I dare say see one in the papers ; but (if as usual) 
far above the merit of the piece. The degrees were then 
conferred. Swift pronounced the Valedictory. . . . The 
whole was concluded with a Dialogue and ode, spoke by 
Bankson, Johnson & Swift. This was middling well done. 
It was wrote by Coombe. ... 

" J. McPherson." 

"March 11. 1768 
"... As to the Parmer's letters ; the reports are various 
— Some say they were wrote in N". England — Others alledged 
Mr. D-k-ns-n is the Author. While others suspect M r G--11- 
w-y : But nobody can certainly say I who is the author. 
This however is certain, he is a friend to his country, & has 
contributed (not barely his mite) towards the delivery of 
America from Slavery — As to the visitant, I have heard M r 
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G-l-w-y also suspected for its author ; I believe with very 
little truth — Tom Minor is also said to be wrote by M r 
G-l-w-y, but others say (with more probability) it was wrote 
in your province, by the first person in it. 

" Political disputes here are at present very low, quite 
contrary to what might be expected. It is very probable they 
will be something more bitter at the next meeting of the 
Assembly, which will be in May. The house sent their last 
message to the Governor & immediately adjourned, before 
he could possibly answer it. Those who know him best, 
say he is very angry & will send them a severe reply in 
May. . . . 

" J. McPherson Jr." 

" Philadelphia April 18. 1768 

" . . . Doctor Chandler makes a great noise, or rather a 

great noise is made about him. Pray (if you know) who 

writes the "Whig in ~E. York. That, the Centinel, & the 

Doctor, cum suis, are the common subject of discourse 

here. ... 

"John Maopherson Jr." 

"Philad a June 27th 1768. 
"... In troth my sweet lad, Jack has been * trarnpus- 
sing' all over Maryland since he rec d yours, and has had 
such a jaunt as he would not take again for twenty kisses 
of L.L. or B. E. Eiding in the rain all night & all day has 
incapacitated me writing law. 

"J Macpherson Jr." 

"Philad^Nov* 27 1768. 
" as our court begins the fifth of Dec r , & my father has 
employment for me this week. ... 

"John Macpherson Jr." 

" Philadelphia February 13 1769 
"... But must make an excuse for not writing by 
Ogden. I never knew he was in town till about 11 o'clock 
the day before he left it, & was all that morning very busy. 
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As I was going to the Office in the Afternoon, Eush stopped 
me & told me, Sergeant & Ogden had appointed to meet 
him about that time to go & play billiards. Thus was I be- 
guiled to play billiards ! What time in the evening we left 
it, Ogden may have informed you. Then the Dutch School 
took up the rest of the evening. Ogden and Sergeant 
started early next morning. Pray what time had I to 
write ? 

" John Macpherson Jr." 

" Philadelphia April 9 1769. 

" . . . I shall set off next week to the back Courts viz 
Carlisle, York, Lancaster & Eeading, which will employ 
me three weeks at least. Eush is going to be admitted at 
each of these Courts — J go to please him, but expect to find 
something more pleasing than purling streams, or blooming 
fields, or even the noise of courts rattling with the silver 
sound of Dollars — In vain will you puzzle your poor peri- 
cranium to find out what this is. 

" You must doubtless have seen some letters in the late 
Papers (Bradford's) wherein M r Wilkes expresses his great 
esteem for M r Dickinson. These letters were written by 
M r B. Eush. There were some things which were not 
thought proper to be published. 

" M r Wilkes said that since he read Locke he had been 
of opinion that there was no innate ideas; that if that maxim 
was false with respect to the Scots it was only as to one 
particular ; for added he if they have one innate idea it is 
that of Slavery. He desired D r Eush on his arrival in 
Philadelphia to present his most respectful compliments to 
M r Dickinson. Is it not hard that I who had more trouble 
with the Farmer's Letters (for I copied the whole once, & 
some part twice) than M r Dickinson should have only labour 
(not a single fee) for my pains ? — 

" John Macpherson Jr." 

"Phil a Aug* 7—69 
"... My father's situation subjecting me to a great deal 
of business, has made it impossible for me to pursue my 
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studies, or to write to my friends so frequently as my incli- 
nation prompts me. . . . 

" John Macpherson Jr." 

" Mount Pleasant Aug* 11 1769 
"... If this should find you in Princeton I would be 
glad you would enquire the terms on which a second degree 
is to be granted as it will be needless for me to come to 
Princeton if they are not such as I will submit to. 

"John Macpherson Jr." 

" Phil a May 23 d 1770 
'" . . . Three London ships came in a few days ago in 
ballast (except as to the non prohibited articles) & inform 
that the people in England are now desperate & are de- 
termined to strike. I suppose you have the papers even 
at your fag end of the World, & so you may see the confu- 
sions of the nation. People here are very apprehensive of 
a civil war, as the King has formed two Camps, & laughed 
at the London Remonstrance. Should that be the case, 
unfortunate as I have been in America I believe I shall not 
stay here long — The Slaves of Rhode Island have dissolved 
their committee, & agreed to import! Temporal O 
Mores ! The last to make the agreement, & the first to 
break it ! Indeed it is more to be wished than expected, 
that out of 14 there should be no bad member — " 

. " John Maopherson Jr." 

"Phil a July 24 1770 
" . . . Last Thursday evening was married John Dickin- 
son Esq of this City, Author of the Farmer's letters, to the 
amiable Miss Polly Norris of Eairhill, only surviving daugh- 
ter of the late Isaac Eorris Esq deceased, Sometimes Speaker 
of honorable house of Assembly of this province. She is a 
young lady endowed with every qualification requisite to 
make the marriage state happy, & with a fortune of £50000 
(some say £80000). And a few Evenings before the Rev d 
M r Joseph Montgomery of New Castle was married to M rs 
Boyce, relict of Cap* Boyce, & sister of Jacob Rush Esq r . 
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So much in bumble imitation of tbe Newspapers — I sup- 
pose you have seen our resolves relative to tbe N. Yorkers. 
I was present wben they were passed, & bad the pleasure 
to bear the redoubted D-l C — m [?] C-m-r exhibit a 
specimen of his Eloquence in a dispute with the Chairman 
about the opinion of the majority of the resolvers. After a 
tedious altercation, which consisted of asserting & denying, 
the gentleman of the long robe was silenced by superior 
authority. . . . On this head, I have indeed little to say, 
except that the New Yorkers have acted like scrubs, & de- 
serve to be tarred $> feathered, & it behoves every Ameri- 
can to disclaim any connection with them — ... I have 
some slight hopes of seeing England this fall. My father 
is going, & I expect M r Dickinson is now in such a good 
humour as to give up my indenture, which will put me on 
good terms with my father — This by the by, for nobody 
knows I intend to ask M r D, & I don't want any one should 
lest I should meet with a denial." 

[On same sheet, under date ■" July 25. "] 

"I have spoken to M r D. about my indenture. He de- 
sired me to rest for a little while, & promised he would not 
prevent my going to England with my father — Say nothing 
of this ; for should my father hear of it, it will be a means 
to prevent my going. — . . . 

" John Macpherson Jr." 

" Phti/ Oct 21 1770 
" Master Rush sailed last Monday for England, in a fine 
new ship, & with a large Company. Some cursed unlucky 
Circumstances prevented my going, else perhaps instead of 
sitting with quill in hand on hard ground, I had been toss- 
ing on the great deep, and laughing at the poor devils. . . . 
I am sorry I was from Philadelphia when you were last in 
it, but it is probable I may see you soon in Princeton, as I 
have something to do there about my second degree — 

" John Macpherson Jr." 
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"Philadaa j an y 13 i77i 
" ... I was admitted in the Common Pleas here the 1st 
Ins*, so have no expectation of seeing England soon— 

"John Macpherson Jr." 

"Phil* 26 June 1771. 
" ... I am just setting sail for England. Pray write & 
direct to me at the Penns a Coffee house London. . . . 

"John Macpherson." 

" London 30 Sept r 1771 
"Dear Will 

"I wrote you a short letter just before I left Phil a , & 
arrived in Scotland the 10'Ult : I stayed there but six days; 
so cannot be supposed to have seen much of the Country. 
We sailed along the Coast from the North West part of it 
to the frith of Forth, & for two thirds of the way, I did not 
see a single tree : but when we came within about 100 miles 
of Edinburgh, the country is very fine & well improved. 
That City stands partly upon a very high hill, & partly in 
the adjoining valley; so that the prospects are very good, & 
the town very inconvenient. The sixth or seventh story of 
a house on one side will sometimes be just equal to the 
ground on the other — I shall attempt no description of 
London, as you must have seen better accounts of it than I 
am able to give ; but will give you a little Idea of the 
Temple, which is a collection of houses owned by different 
men. Every student hires his chambers at the best rate he 
can, & is under no control at all, either as to study or be- 
havior. The gate is always open & we carry our keys in 
our pockets. Those who are admitted in any of the Socie- 
ties of the Lnns of Court are obliged to dine so many times 
every term, for 3 years, in the hall, if they mean to be 
called to the bar, & this is the only restraint the Templars 
are laid under — Westminster Abbey is the most venerable 
pile of building I ever saw, & strikes its beholder with a 
solemnity not felt from other objects. I have been twice to 
visit it, & the trifling circumstance of being obliged to enter 



Extracts from Letters of John Maepherson, Jr., 1766-1773. 59 

it uncovered added to my reverence for the place which in- 
deed was great enough before. You see there 

" ' Long sounding isles, & interminjled graves.' 



" 'There the dim windows shed a solemn light, 
And awful arches make noonday night.' 

" St PauVs Cathedral is very grand, & the whispering gal- 
lery pleased me very much. It is circular, about 140 yards 
round, & a whisper on one side is distinctly heard on the 
other — The Drurylane & Covent garden Theatres have just 
opened. I have been to neither of them ; as there have 
been no plays of consequence performed — "While Footers 
Summer Theatre was open, I was several times there ; but 
as he performs only farces & trifling Comedies, I have had no 
opportunity to judge of the actors of tragedy here — Foote 
you know is only a mimic & it is therefore impossible to 
make any remarks upon him, intelligible to one who never 
saw him. . . . 

"John Macpherson." 

" Philadelphia 

" 1 June 1773 

" I just sit down to inform you of my arrival here. 

" John Macpherson. 



